My method of education is to teach 
people to laugh at themselves... 


October 1958 


IES MODERN EDUCATION ENNOBLE? 
By G,.Bernard Shaw 


(Ed, Note: The following article was published ~n_Great Thoughts on Oct.7,1905, It was 


reprinted in Doctors’ Delusions, Crude Criminology, and Sham Education by Shaw in 1931.) 


Obviously,no, 

If the question were,Is Education a cruel, degrading and foolish process, carried out by 
cruel, degraded and foolish people, we shouJd pay more attention to it, because we should 
be getting closer to life, Neither form of the question is conducive to good-tempered, 
clear-headed discussion; but in these democratic days, when relatively uneducated men sit 
in Parliament and on all public authorities with men of finished education, it is en open 
fact that the line which divides stupid, ignorant and prejudiced people from sagacious, 
well-informed, and open-minded people does not coincide at any point with the line which 
divides the educated from the uneducated, 

Dr. Johnson and Gladstone were classically educated men of great natural force, John 
Bunyan and Charles. Dickens were virtually uneducated men of gt natural force, Dr.John- 
son and Gladstone were conspicuous among the most ignorant, the most absurdly prejudiced, 
the most society~blind, the most broken-minded and yet undisciplined men who have ever 
risen to commanding eminence, Bunyan and Dickens were equally conspicuous for great knowl- 
edge of men and things, great penetration in exposing social prejudices and making moral 
valuations, and cheerful cooperation combined with vigorous freedom and initiative in so- 
cial activity, Such contrasts are the rule, not the exception, Could anything but the edu- 
cation of a gentleman have produced the endless volumes of unashamed tittle-tattle on 
which Thackeray wasted his genius? 

odern" education differs from Dr, Johnson's education only in substituting Jenner and 
Pasteur for Plato and Euripides as academic idols, and replacing the recognition of a pur- 
pose in the world, and the investigation of that purpose, by a conception of the universe as 
the accidental result of a senseless raging of mechanical forces, and by a boundless cre- 
dulity, not outdone in dirt, cruelty, and stupidity, by any known savage tribe, as to the 
possibility of circumventing these forces by nostrums and conjurations, 

ucation A Gigantic cri 
The truth is that Education (a question-begging term,by the way) is a gigantic hypocrisy. 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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at New York,N,Y. March 1957, Pub- November 23rd T FIVE Of 
lished at 14 Washington Pl, New AFTERNOON 


York 3,N.Y. for and by members 
of the New York Regional Group 
of The Shaw Society (London), 

The New York Regional Group is 
the first overseas group of the 
Society, 

Founded March 1952 

Editors: Vera Scriabine 


Mary Farrar 


Membership in The Shaw Society 
and the New York Regional Group 
s )5,00 a year, It includes 


i 
subscription to The Regional. 


This past summer DAN H, 
LAURENCE gave two intensive 
courses in English Litera- 
ture and its Background at 
Hofstra College, Four ses- 
sions were given over to 
the discussion of Saint Joan, 
Dan is in Burope now, re- 
searching for his compre- 
hensive bibliography of GBS 
for the Soho Bibliographies, 
London, Rupert Hart-—Davies, 


SIDNEY ALBERT is on the 
program of The American So- 
ciety for Aesthetics which 
is holding its annual meet- 
ing at the University of 
California October 30-No- 
vember 1, The title of his 
paper is "Major Barbara as 
Shaw's Republic," 


new series, The 
Theatre (Anchor Books), 


Threepenny Opera singing 


duction of Two Gentle- 
men_of Verona. 


KENNETH IRELAND 
Director,Pitlochry Festival Theatre, Scotland 
on 
"Pitlochry and Pygmalion" 


December 20th - A MEMBERS MISCELLANY and 
CHRISTMAS PARTY, 


The General Theme of the Program - 
en and Women of Destiny" 


NEWS ABOUT OUR MEMBERS 


ERIC BENTLEY has a RUTH DANENHOWER 

WILSON's extensive 

trip to West Africa 
last spring resulted 
in several newspaper 
and magazine articles, 
"Report from 


The first volume has 
now been published, 


On August lst MAURICE 


EDWARDS made his debut in the ric 

at the Lewisohn Stadium, aminer, and “Light 
He was one of the solo- Over Africa", in the 
ists with Lotte Lenya in Pittsburgh Courier, 


are among her con- 
tributions to the 
American press, 

In November Ruth 
will speak on West 
Africa on a panel at 
the New School, and 
also at the New 
Jersey State College, 


a concert version of The 


the Peachum role,Earlier 
in the year Maurice play- 
ed Pierrot in the Theater 
Marquee's production of 
Edna St.Vincent Millay's 
Aria da Capo,and in late 
August he played the 
Duke in the Princeton 
University Players pro- 


FLORENCE SIMISTER 
has another book-A_ 
Girl With a Musket- 
accepted for publi- 
cation by Hastings 
Press, 
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Tis TH ? 


Many Shavians dismiss the alphabet business as a bee that Shaw got into his bonnet in his 
declining years, and not something to be taken seriously, But they are mistaken, This "fad," 
as Shaw himself called it with characteristic levity, forms the main theme of many of his 
articles,prefaces and letters,from 1879 onwards, So it might be worth while for us to take 
a@ look at the ABC with fresh eyes, to find out just what is wrong with it, 

We have two series of letters-capital and small-to represent one and the same series of 
sounds, and the capital letters are mostly quite different in shape from their small letters, 
In fact, only eight out of the twenty-six have the same shape, Capital 'D' is more like 
small *b* than like small 'd', which has the curve on the opposite side - an incongruity 
that gives trouble to many a child, Then the manuscript letters, both capital and small,are 
something different again from their printed counterparts (e.g. 'a', '"g', 'z'), and the 
printed letters may even differ in their Roman and italic forms, 

The shapes of the letters are quite arbitrary,with no relation between those represent- 
ing similar sounds, The 'k’ and hard 'g* sounds, for instance, are similar, but the charac- 
ters we use for them are very different. On the other hand, the minuscule forms of the 
vowel ‘tu’ and consonant 'n' and the capital forms of the vowel 'E* and consonant 'F*, 
though having nothing in common phonetically, are similar to look at, 

The fact is, the letters were not scientifically designed,but evolved from prehistoric 
pictographs - and this is all too apparent, 

Their shapes are uneconomic, some of them having as many as four strokes, though it 
should not be necessary to exceed two, or at the most three, strokes for each symbol, This 
is bad enough in reading (it has been proved that reading is slowed down by the complexity 
of letters) but in writing by hand of course the number of strokes used for each letter is 
a major factor in the consumption of time, Even more time-wasting is the need to go back 
on words to dot *i's and cross 't's, Dots and crosses are surely quite indefensible, 

The order of the letters in the alphabet is sheer confusion: one might at least expect 
the vowel letters to be grouped together at the beginning or the end, As for the names of 
the letters, some of them bear no resemblance to the sounds they represent, An adult in- 
troduced to the ABC for the first time might well suppose 'H' to represent the 'ch' sound, 
'U* the *ty* sound, and *Y* the 'w’ sound, while the name of 'W', being a none-too accurate 
description of its shape, offers no clue to its sound at all, Benjamin Franklin wrote of a 
chamber—maid who thought that wife was spelt ‘yf'! 

The main drawback of our alphabet,however, and far more important than any of the things 
mentioned already, is the insufficiency of letters, which I would now proceed to consider 
if it were not that there is also an insufficiency of space in The Regional to do so in 
this issue, The subject will therefore be continued (to coin a rces) in our next, 


BARBARA SMOKER 


In summer theaters throughout the country the following Shaw plays were given: Arms and 
the Man -Chestertown,N.Y. Candida, Peterborough,N.H,,Bar Harbor,Me., Meadville, Pa, 
Caesar & Cleopatra-Olney, Md, The Devil's Disciple Monticello,N,Y., Mountainhome, Phila- 
delphia,Pa. Don Juan in Hell ~Eagles Mere,Delmont,Pa. Major Barbara ~-Petersburg, Pa. 
Danville, Ky, Man & Superman-Sturbridge,Mass, Misalliance -Sharon,Conn, The Philanderer- 
Orleans,Mass, Pygmalion-Somers,Conn, Conneaut Lake, Wellesley Mass, You Never Can Tell- 


Eagles Mere, Pa, 
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If all the objects which it professes to produce by imprisoning children for fifteen years 
could be achieved in ten minutes our school system would go on just as before, 

The real object of that system is to relieve parents from the insufferable company and 
anxious care of their children, If this object,which is a quite right and necessary one, 
were frankly acknowledged, then it would be possible to frame a constitution conferring 
rights and liberties on children, At present a child may be beaten, underfed,overfed,over- 
worked with school lessons or otherwise petted, shewn-off, neglected, played with, made 
the subject of religious and moral experiments, and denied all freedom of thought and ac- 
tion, without remedy, That children should be herded together for hours every day, and beat- 
ten or otherwise punished if they fidget,talk, or are inattentive to an uninteresting 
teacher whom no adult audience would tolerate for five minutes,is taken as a matter of 
course, and called instruction,It is, of course, nothing of the sort, It is grotesque,un- 
natural cruelty, both to the teacher and the children,who hate each other as no human be- 
ings possibly could hate each other in natural and humane relations, The teacher,being the 
more conscious victim, suffers the mores highly-strung teachers inevitably have fits of 
fiendishness,induced by chronic irritation; so that childish,mild,insensible teachers are 
far safer, But all these evils are outfaced because the school system relieves the parents 
of the unbearable nuisance of being continually with their children, And until it is frank- 
ly recognized that children are nuisances to adults except at playful moments, and that the 
first social need that arises from the necessary existence of children in a community is 
that there should be some adequate defence of the comparative quiet and order of adult 
life against the comparative noise, racket,untidiness,inquisitiveness, restlessness,fitful- 
ness, shiftlessness, dirt, destruction, and mischief, which are healthy and natural for 
children, and which are no reason for denying them the personal respect without which their 
characters cannot grow and set properly, we shall have the present pretence of inex- 
haustible parental tenderness,moulding of character,inculcation of principles,and so forth, 
to cloak the imprisoning, drilling, punishing,tormenting,brigading, boy and girl farming, 
which saves those who can afford it from having to scream ten times every hour, "Stop 
that noise, Tommy, or I'll clout your head for you," When the school system has reached 
such a point that games are made compulsory, avowedly in order to ensure children going 
to bed so completely tired out physically that they have no energy left for the worst 
abuses of monastic and barrack life, even the stupidest people ought to begin to have some 
misgivings about it, 


Real Live Learning 
Certain very simple knowledges mist be acquired by children before they can enjoy full 
freedom of movement,They should know a few simple arithmetical calculations and tables, so 
as to enable them to deal with money,They should know how to read,not with a view to the 
masterpieces of literature,but so that they may be dealt with by direction boards and other 
forms of public notice, But children would learn reading and simple arithmetic for their 
own use if they led promptly to more freedom and more pence,and if the learners could see 
the end of their labour close enough to be stimulated to race for the goal, At present, they 
drudge hopelessly at them,knowing that the achievement of a simple task will lead,not to 
freedom and use of the new accomplishment,but to the imposition of more and more difficult 
and distasteful ones for years and years to come,They should be taught how to use and en- 
joy the country without destroying trees or crops,and how to be as sanitary in their 
rambles as a cat, Instead of being forbidden to do as they like,they should be compelled 
to dispense with adult guidance,and depend on themselves to the full limit of their re- 
sourcefulness; so as to accustom them to that tyranny of Nature and circumstance from 
which they are only too willing to be shielded,They should be let loose in the country, 
and not too obtrusively policed.A considerable compliment should be made of teaching them 
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anything beyond what is necessary to enable them to use pennies and shillings, and to 
take journeys and get meals in a town, The present obligation of the schoolmaster to re- 
tain by force an unwilling and consequently unruly child, merely for the sake of its schod 
bill, should be unknown, Under such conditions, real live learning would soon flourish on 
the boundless basis of human curiosity and ambition, At present it can hardly be said to 
exist, The grown-up man turns with loathing from all the associations of the penal servi- 
tude of his youth, The grown-up woman revenges on the governess to whom she is forced to 
hand over her own children (because she can see no practicable alternative) the miseries 
of her own childhood jn the schn»ol room, The hobbies of both men and women are something 
they were never forced to drudge at, just as their religion, when they have any, is Po- 
sitivism, Darwinism, Theosophy, Secularism, Socialism, anything rather than the religion 
of Bibles and Catechisms, and compulsory pew sittings on fine Sundays. 

We pay a frightful and inevitable penalty for our inhuman treatment of children, because 
of the fact,which we invariably forget, that the world is peopled, not by two distinct 
races called children and adults, but by human beings of various ages, from a second to a 
century, The ruthless repression which we practise on our fellow-creatures whilst they are 
too small to defend themselves,ends in their reaching their full bodily growth in a hope- 
lessly lamed and intimidated condition, unable to conceive of any forces in the world ex- 
cept physically coercive and socially conventional cones. 

Exactly in proportion as Parliament consists of thoroughly schooled men, do we find it 
given to shuffling and prevarication, and convinced that the world can only be held to- 
gether by flogging, punishing, coercing, and retaliating, And the exponents of this philo- 
sophy of cowardice are personally docile, abject to superior rank and royalty, horribly 
afraid to say, do, or think anything unless they see everybody else setting them the ex- 
ample, incapable of conceiving liberty and equality: in short, schoolboyish. That is, they 
are exactly what they have been educated to be from their weakest childhoods and they are 
everywhere beaten in character and energy by the men who, through the poverty, carelessness, 
or enlightenment of their parents, have more or less escaped education, Great commnities 
are built by men who sign with a mark: they are wrecked by men who write Latin verses, 

A Heroic R 

Under these circumstances it is only to be expected that Modern Education should be very 
highly spoken of and thought of; for one word of truth or sense vould be fatal to its cre- 
dit, And when we have thoroughly found out the school, the turn of the home will come,The 
one place in which we never look for social evils is in our own house; and yet if there 
were no evil there, there would be hardly any in the world, The reason that che Education 
Acts are supported by people whose opinions are much the same as mine, is that the school 
is obviously a better place for the child than the home, and a safer place than the 
streets, Even among the rich, where the home is not a poverty-stricken tenement, and a well- 
kept park takes the place of the street as a playground, it is recognized that there is 
something fatally lacking in the character and manners of a man brought up in a private 
house, between the kitchen and the drawing-room, in a narrow private atmosphere,without any 
society except that of a few people of most incongruous ages, Eton and Oxford, Harrow and 
Cambridge, with all their depravities and impostures, produce something more attractive, 
This something is neither a trained mind nor a knowledge of classic poetry, but simply the 
social habit and easy manners which distinguish all men, whether sailors or senior wrang- 
lers, bagmen or billionaires,who have lived in common and on equal terms with large bodies 
of men of their own age and standing, Therefore, it must not for a moment be supposed that 
the remedy for the evil called Education is to keep children at home, The right course is 
to respect childrens to secure their rights and liberties exactly as those of adults are 
secured (when they are secured); to protect adults against annoyance by them; to stop tell- 
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ing them lies and posing before them as gods; to kill them painlessly and unconsciously 
when they are clearly undesirable, just as incorrigibly vicious dogs are killed; to keep 
constantly in mind that every child is an experiment which mst be carried through on its 
own lines and not aborted so as to produce a monster of moral perfection (which is the uni- 
versal pretence of education); to give children variety of experience and company,the 
world to live in, homes to sleep in, communal halls to eat and associate in, safe cities 
to roam through and learn from the crowds and sights, and the opportunity of hearing every 
statement that can be made to them controversially criticised; so that their conclusions 
shall be verdicts arrived at after hearing the evidence and argurents pro and con, instead 
of, as at present, ex parte statements (all false) which they will be punished if they do 
not repeat, Any person professing or attempting to pass off his opinions on children as 
absolute truths should be classed with the quacks who sell panaceas and "nerve-restorers"- 
preferably by summary execution, 

In concluding - or rather hastily breaking off - this hurried summary of the impression 
made on me by Education, let me save some useless trouble to the people who would other- 
wise pour forth reassuring statements that I know nothing of "modern methods," I flatly 
deny that there are any modern methods, It is true that I have walked through modern 
schools and seen in them cards and cases filled with various objects unknown in my school 
days, and intended to teach children various object lessons in weight, measure, form, and 
so forth, I have also wondered why the pretence that these things are ever used is not 
made a little more plausible by dusting them occasionally, The object that is used - the 
cane - has no modernity whatever about it, And when I had occasion some years ago to lec- 
ture at Oxford on Education, I took care to obtain from the London School Board time- 
tables of the half-dozen most up-to-date of their schools, One glance at them was suf- 
ficient.They proved that a school to-day, as far as the curriculum is concerned, is exact- 
ly what a school was when I was a schoolboy forty years ago, And so they will remain until 
we get rid of schoolboys ard schoolmasters altogether and fall back upon human beings, 


PAST GROUP EVENTS -- May - October 1958 


* Misce - the final meeting of the season - was held on the afternoon of 
May 24th, in the garden of the American Association of University Women, The theme- "Shaw 
and the Bible” - resulted in a number of interesting contributions, Outstanding among them 
were Elise Ford's presentation of the long friendship - and a conflict of religious views - 
between the Abbess of Stanbrook and GBS, and Bernard Dukore's reading of excerpts from the 
Preface to The sack Girl, Among other interesting readings were a scene from Don Juan in 
Hell,given by Clinton Roberts and Guby Mann; Katherine Wellenkamp's monologue from An- 


drocles — the cis and Maurice Edwards' selection from the Farfetched Fables, Space, un- 
fortunately, does not permit a more detailed report, 


4 


Well done and well received might be the summation of our first meeting of the 1958- 
59 season - a Concert Reading of "Arms and The Man" - on September 27th, at the A,A,U.W, 

With over 50 persons in attendance, a superb cast of eight gave an enjoyable per- 
formance, All were well-typed, well-rehearsed; and seemed genuinely absorbed in their in- 
dividual roles, and in the story itself, Those in "Arms and The Man" were: Robert Irwin 
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as Major Petkoff; Richard Turner as Major Sergius Saranoff; and Clinton Roberts as Captain 
Bluntschli, Nicola was played by John Sheridan, Catherine Petkoff by Anne Leslie, Raina 
by Ruth Turner, and Louka by Olenka Lyngstad, Maurice Edwards deserves high praise as a 
most skillful Narrator, 


On the evening of October 9th we repeated "Arms and the Man" for The English-Speaking 
Union, as part of their gala October activities, There was a good turnout of B.S.U, 
members and our cest was given a warm reception, Mel Hosansky, replacing Maurice Edwards, 
(now in rehearsal for an off-Broadway opening) did a fine job as the Narrator, 


—Week of August 25th 


Bernard Shaw's version of » Produced by the "Group 20 Players" in their 
Theater on the Green, Wellesley, Mass,, proved over again that the master plays no second 
fiddle to musical comedies, especially when he is treated to the kind of performance that 
this outfit gave him, 

The thing for actors to watch in producing Pygmalion is the temptation to sentimentalize 
it; or, by trying to make Shaw funnier than they think he is,exaggerate comedy into farce, 
"Group 20 Players" did neither, Occasionally - as in the Eliza testing scene - Rosemary 
Harris worked harder than was called for, but what actress hasn't? For the rest, her Eliza 
progressed from street corner to drawing room - sometimes by way of a fine vintage taxi - 
without treating each step as though it were her last. Jerome Kilty, Director of earlier 
Group successes, and the Higgins of this piece,was properly unattractive, The Higgins he 
showed us was not the kind of stage figure I take pleasure in disliking, but I admired his 
refusal to coddle the role, Max Adrian is a highly skilled performer, given to be a bit 
tricky as Doolittle, but somehow always authentic, as though the trickiness were consti- 
tutional in Doolittle and not in Adrian, Robert Blackburn did no more and no less with 
Pickering than he deserves, and Frederic Warriner's Freddy made us wish that Shaw had spent 
more of his time with that portraiture, 

The directing of Laurier Lister gave Shaw his head and the play pranced through the eve- 
ning without stumbling or indulging in entre-chats and pirouettes, William D, Roberts’ 
splendid outdoor setting did the rest, 

- EDWIN BURR PETTET 


(Ed, Note: Dr, Po Burr Pettet is Chairman of the Theater Department at Brandeis Uni- 
versity). 
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THE MOOD OF BARBARA 


In the December,1957, issue of The Regional, Dan Laurence reported on some of the evidence 
that Shaw was acquainted with the subject of Logic.He also suggested that the relation of 
Shaw to logic deserves further exploration,That suggestion may be given some added impetus 
by considering the name "Major Barbara,"conferred by Shaw upon one of his important charac- 
ters and upon the play in which she appears,For both "Major" and "Barbara" have logical sig- 
nificance,and evidence abounds that Shaw chose character names with considerable concern 
for the (often mltiple) meanings,associations,and allusions they might subtly carry. 

Major Barbara is so called because she is a Salvation Army major,But why a Salvation Army 
major? And wny,for that matter,"Barbara"? Both of these terms,interestingly enough,bear 
technical meanings connected with the syllogism in traditional logic, Not all syllogisms 
are valid arguments;that is,the conclusion may not follow necessarily from the premises, 
In the 13th century Latin schoolmen invented an ingenious set of mnemonic verses keyed to 
the rules for determining which forms of syllogism are valid, or correctly reasoned, and 
which are invalid,or fallacious,Memorizing these verses accordingly became thereafter part 
of the process of learning elementary logic, The verses begin with the line:"Barbara, 
Celarent,Darii,Ferioque,prioris," Without going into technical detail,the vowels of each 
of the underlined words represent a valid mood,or arrangement of propositions,in a syllo- 
gism, Thus Barbara signifies a syllogism in the mood AAA,or,more specifically,a syllogism 
of the form: All M is Ps All S is Mj therefore, All S is P, The following may serve as an 
illustration of a syllogism in the mood of Barbara: All genuinely Christian conduct is the 
way to salvation,All Salvation Army practice is genuinely Christian conduct, Therefore,all 
Salvation Army practice is the way to salvatior, In such an argument the truth of the con- 
clusion is dependent upon the truth of the premises, In the play,Barbara's way of life 
rests upon her faith in her major premise,the belief that the militant ways of the Salva- 
tion Army provide the true road to human salvation,What follows is the drama of Major Bar- 
bara Undershaft-the very name a palpable Shavian pun-the undermining (by Undershaft,her 
father)of the argument in Barbara,accomplished through exposing the weaknesses in her major 
premise,This disillusioning collapse of the foundations of Barbara's intellectual and mor- 
al position is the necessary precondition for her reeducation and reconversion,with which 
the play is further concerned,It may be added that this is not the only instance in this 
work in which Shaw incornorates in a name a pun that distills the essence of a development 
in the plot.The name"Cusins" also fulfills such a function, The relation of "Major"and 
"Barbara" proposed here may be purely coincidental,but if so it is a striking coincidence, 
It is,moreover,the kind of witty conjunction that Shaw relished and practiced in his writ- 
ing,And though the name "Barbara" has additional meanings (the word is derived from the 
Greek and means "strange" or "foreign") as has also the word "major","these only contri- 
bute to the pregnancy of the words,They are in no way incompatible with the interpretation 
of Major Barbara's name in logical terms, If this interpretation is sourd,it would seem to 
support the view that the educational process Barbara undergoes sets the formal structure 
of the play, It has also the consequence of directing attention to the crucial importance 
of Barbara's position vis-a-vis her father in the drama-an importance not always suffi- 
ciently appreciated by commentators and critics who regard this as really a play about 
Undershaft,to which Barbara's problems are merely incidental,Yet is it not strange-Shaw 
might have said "barbarous" - that such critics seem more impressed by the fact that he 


contemplated calling the play Andrew Undershaft's Profession than by the fact that he ac- 
tually decided to title it Major Barbara? 
SIDNEY P, ALBERT 


Note: Dr, oa P,Albert is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Los Angeles State 
College). 
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